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Fuller House renovation update

Construction on the Irene Lawrence Fuller House on BAYarts’ campus is underway, 
with the unveiling scheduled to coincide with the Bay Bicentennial celebration on 
10-10-10. The first floor gallery will maintain the charm of the original house and 
include moveable walls and lots of windows.

by Lysa Stanton and Dave Pfister

Memorial Day, originally called Decoration Day, is a day of remem-
brance for those who have died in our nation’s service. The day was 
officially proclaimed on May 5, 1868, by General John Logan. It was 

observed later that same month on May 30 by placing flowers on the graves of 
both Union and Confederate soldiers at Arlington National Cemetery.

The first state to recognize the holiday was New York in 1873. By 1890, all 
northern states had recognized the day. After World War I, the holiday changed 
from only recognizing Civil War dead to those fallen in all American Wars. In 

1971, Congress changed 
the National Holiday to 
the last Monday in May.

Today, Memorial 
Day is celebrated with 
many local parades and 
observances including 
the placement of Ameri-
can Flags on the graves of 
fallen service personnel. 
Arlington National Cem-
etery currently places 
American Flags on all 
260,000 graves, and has 
since 1948. They then 
patrol 24 hours a day over 

the weekend to ensure that each flag remains standing.  
Sadly, some Americans today have forgotten the true meaning and tradi-

tions of Memorial Day. Some just treat it as an extra day off from work or school, 
or a big sale at the store.

To remind Americans of the true meaning of Memorial Day, the National 
Moment of Remembrance resolution was passed in 2000. The resolution asks all 
Americans to pause at 3 p.m. on Memorial Day to remember our fallen service 
men and women with a moment of silence or listening to Taps.

The Westlake Historical Society is proud of our city’s observance of this 
special day and is proud to walk in the annual parade. Join Westlake Historical 
Society members as we walk in the Memorial Day Parade. Please meet us at 
the Westlake Christian Church, 25800 Hilliard Blvd. For more information 
please contact Dave Pfister at 440-471-4090. 

SOCIETY NOTES: The Westlake Historical Society regularly receives 
requests from all over the country to provide family history and photographs 
of burial sites and head stones. If you would like to assist us, please contact 
Lysa at westlakehistory@yahoo.com or 440-471-4090.
Lysa Stanton and Dave Pfister are members of the Westlake Historical Society. 

The story of Memorial Day

America has honored her war dead since 1868.

 Share your Memorial Day photos with the community!
Memorial Day is a day of remembrance and celebration, and there will be plenty of 
events in Westlake and Bay to photograph. Grab your camera as you head out the 
door and share your view of the holiday – parades, speeches, block parties, flags, 

uniformed veterans - whatever catches your eye! All photos will be displayed on the 
Observer website, and the ones that best capture the spirit of the day will be printed 

in the June 2 issue.
It’s easy – email your photos and captions, along with your full name and city to 

staff@wbvobserver.com by noon on Tuesday, June 1.

Students work together to pull garlic mustard plants at the third annual 
Bay Village Waterways Clean Up on May 15. Over 50 volunteers from Bay 
High, the Project Earth club and the city’s Green Team removed the invasive 
species, as well as items of clothing, tires, lawn furniture, golf balls and 
other trash from green spaces around the city. The event was hosted by 
Project Earth and coordinated by Bay High teacher Eryn Whistler. The Village 
Foundation funded lunch for the volunteers. The city provided trash bags 
and gloves, and picked up the full bags at the end of the day.

by Laura Gonzalez

“Flip-Flops for Haiti,” an idea con-
ceived by Fairview Park’s Josie 
Katzbach following a trip to help 

the people in Haiti, has grown into a 
community effort. 

Katzbach’s goal is 
to collect 2,000 pairs 
of new flip-flops in 
a variety of sizes to 
provide for the men, 
women and children 
in the mountains of 
Haiti, many of whom 
have only hand-me-
down shoes or are 
barefoot.

The students and 
staff at Dover Elementary 
School in Westlake are participating and 
have already donated 150 pairs of flip-flops 
to the cause.

Owner Dave Chudzinski and the staff at 
Peppi’s Pizza are also supporting the effort by 
setting up a collection box at their location 

at 26569 Center Ridge Road in Westlake. 
For those wishing to drop off flip-flops 

at Peppi’s, please stop by during their hours 
of operation from 10:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
Sunday through Thursday or from 10:30 
a.m. to midnight on Friday and Saturday.

 Other locations where dona-
tions are being accepted include 

the Cleveland Clinic office at 
16215 Madison Avenue in 

Lakewood, Curves at 21629 
Center Ridge Road in 

Rocky River, Gina’s 
Place at 21930 Lorain 
Avenue in Fairview 

Park and Gayle’s Hair 
Studio at 23844 Lorain 

Avenue in North Olmsted.
Donations will be accepted through 

June 30, after which Katzbach is planning 
to return to Haiti to deliver the flip-flops 
in person.

For more information about donations 
or to set up a collection box, you may contact 
Katzbach at josieakay@yahoo.com.  
Laura Gonzalez lives in Bay Village.

Donate new flip-flops to 
Haitian earthquake victims

Volunteers clean up Bay’s waterways
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by Tracey Bradnan

Despite several cold and rainy days, 
the third annual Bay Bike to School 
Challenge sponsored by Century 

Cycles and Chipotle shows no signs of slow-
ing down.

The award-winning program kicked off 
on May 3 when a whopping 842 students 
from both Bay Middle School and Bay High 
School biked to school – the equivalent of 
one entire school forgoing motorized trans-
portation altogether.

Since then, the Bay Middle School bike 
count hit 600 bicyclists on May 5, their top 
cycling day, and has averaged well over 50% 
of the school on even the most challenging 
weather days. The top day at BHS was 281 
bikers (34% of the school).

With the conclusion of the program 
approaching on Friday, May 21, organizers 
are striving to end by making a bigger impact 

than ever. They are asking every Bay Village 
school entity – from the 4th graders at West-
erly Elementary to the school board’s office 
on Dover Center Road to the parents in the 
PTAs – to leave their cars at home and bicycle 
for the day. They’ve dubbed it “1000 Bikes in 

Bay” and will include every school building’s 
bike count in the tally – as well is in the cal-
culation of how much carbon emissions are 
saved in the city.

To fuel the effort, the administration at 
Bay High School will 
be serving breakfast 
for bikers, preparing 
pancakes, sausage 
and juice to the BHS 
students to bike to 
school that morning. 
Other incentives are 
planned at the other 
schools.

Bay Bike To 
School Challenge, 
which was award-
ed “Project of the 
Year” in Bay Village, 
encourages students 
to ride their bicycles 
to school to help the 
environment, improve 
their health, develop 

lifelong fitness habits and have fun. For more 
information about Bay Bike To School Chal-
lenge, visit www.centurycycles.com/to/bts or 
the event’s Facebook page at www.facebook.
com/BayBikeToSchoolChallenge. 
Tracey Bradnan lives in Bay Village.

Bay Bike to School Challenge is on a roll, 
aims for ‘1000 Bikes in Bay’ on May 21

Time to make your spring
reservations now!

“HOT DIGGITY DOG, INC.”
Professional Pet Care Services
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Proud to be part of the Bay Village Community

It’s Island Time!
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Meditation, tuning forks and 
the good life!
by Julia Shutt

It was a cool gray morning and the sound of thunder rumbled in the 
distance. The smell of ozone just before spring rain filled my senses 
made me beam. 

Instead of pulling 
weeds in my garden 
I decided to spend 
my Saturday after-
noon in the compa-
ny of local healers 
and friends.

I walked through 
the perennial gar-
den’s meandering 
path and into the 
lovely new reception 
hall at the Westlake 
church known as 
Unity Spiritual Center. The center’s new addition was filled with music 
and laughter. I’d let my gardening duties slip in order to make it to the 
event called “Let your Spirit Soar.”

This community open house bustled with activities that focused 
on the many interests that this Unity church supports. I found work-
shops with guided meditations, book discussions about spiritual writ-

ers like Ekart Tolle, viewed a feature film by Wayne Dyer and met Reiki 
healers. I relaxed deeply with the really cool vibe at a live Tibetan 
singing bowls concert, and then sat down for a tune-up with a tuning 
fork healing practitioner. Before the day was over I’d made it out to the 
giant labyrinth on the grounds for a guided walking meditation.

It was remarkable to enter this innovative space and feel my per-
sonal energy increase. I was really drawn in by what I experienced 
with my friends at Unity. I realized that I’d spent the day getting to 
know myself a bit better, too. It is true that when I concentrated on 
the techniques of mindfulness my day relaxed and filled with joy. Life 
is good, all the time. 
Julia Shutt lives in Bay Village.

Bay High School sophomore Ta’Keisha 
Wilson bicycles to school on the first day of 
Bay Bike To School Challenge.

A few hundred Bay Middle Schoolers pose with their bicycles after 
school on May 14. That day 517 students biked to the school.

The new Unity Hall inside Unity Spiritual Center.

Unity Spiritual Center board trustee Greg 
Skuderin in the “mediation garden” where 
outdoor weddings are performed.

by Pam Kilpatrick

The Annual Clague Playhouse “Barn Sale” 
will be held on Saturday, June 5, from 
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Donations of tables, lamps, furniture, 
decor items, pictures, kitchen and bath items, 
lawn and garden equipment, small appliances, 
toys, games, crafts, and sports equipment (no 
clothes please) will be accepted at the theater 
Wednesday, May 26, through Saturday, May 
29, from 1:00-6:00 p.m. and Wednesday, June 
2, through Friday, June 4, from 1:00-8:00 p.m. 

Proceeds will be used for operating costs for 
the 2010-2011 season.

Clague Playhouse is located south of 
Detroit Road off the I-90W Clague Road Exit. 
Due to the construction on Clague Road, 
Clague Playhouse may only be reached 
from the southbound lane (enter Clague 
Road from Detroit Road). Please call our 
Box Office 440-331-0403 or check our web-
site at www.clagueplayhouse.org for detour 
information.  
Pam Kilpatrick is the Office Administrator of 
Clague Playhouse.

Donate to Clague Playhouse’s Barn Sale

Joyce Sandy
Nidhi Shah
Julia Shutt
Lysa Stanton
Tara Wendell
Doc Wheeler
Elaine Willis
Eileen Vernon



Join in at www.wbvobserver.com                                                                                                                           18 MAY 10 •  WESTLAKE | BAY VILLAGE OBSERVER 3

Client: Lakewood Hospital
Division:
Project: Stroke Care Ad
Bleed: n/a
Trim: 9.5" x 15.25"
Live: 9.5” x 15.25”
Line Screen: 85
Color: CMYK
Image: Low Res___  Hi Res__X__

Production Notes:

INSERTION DATE

5.18.10

JOB NUMBER

8951-03-LAKE-11
Prepared by:

1370 West 6th Street, 3rd Floor 
Cleveland, Ohio 44113
216.574.9100

Approval

Designer

Proofreader 

AD

CD

AE

FINAL
APPROVAL

wc/? Dateok Materials

Laser

PDF

Comp

Image ApprovedPUBLICATION

Lakewood/Westlake/Bay Village Observer

Your Best 
Choice  

in Stroke  
Care



4   WESTLAKE | BAY VILLAGE OBSERVER • 18 MAY 10                                                                                                                 More stories online at www.wbvobserver.com   

by Chris Haldi

The beginning of June has several 
programs starting for people of 
all ages. We offer programs for all 

interests. Check out your program book, 
visit our website or keep an eye out for the 
next issue of the Observer for some great 
programming that will keep you busy 
and in shape. Here are some programs 
that are coming up very soon. Don’t miss 
out on these great opportunities.

We can help you out if your child 
is home schooled. We offer the Home 
School Sport Swim and Fitness Program 
for children up to the age of 15. This is 
an instructor-led program that teaches 
the basics of fitness, sport skills, PE-style 
games and swimming fundamentals. The 
children will get a chance to run around, 
swim, learn and have fun. Classes start 
May 20.

The Westlake Recreation Center is 

dedicated to offering quality program-
ming for individuals with special needs. 
FITastic Kids is a six-week program using 
the equipment in the DEN to focus on 
strength training, stretching and balance 
exercises that starts May 22. We also have 
a FITastic Kids open DEN starting May 
26, which allows you to come for a full 
hour or as much time as your schedule 
allows. These classes are geared for kids 
ages 10 and up.

Are you too young to use the DEN? 
Well we have something for you. DEN Jr. 
is for kids ages seven to nine who want 
to learn about benefits of exercising. This 
class will use a step-by-step approach to 
exercising and will allow for the kids to 
learn new/improved ways to exercise. 
Space is limited, sign up now before it’s 
too late for the May 26 session.

Register by June 11 to make sure you 
have a spot in the Pee Wee Softball pro-
gram. This six-week program will help 

your four- to six-year-old learn the basics 
of the sport while having fun and meet-
ing some new friends. Space is limited 
so sign up now to make sure you get the 
practice time you want.

For more information regard-
ing programs and events, please make 

your way up to the Westlake Recreation 
Center which is located at 28955 Hilliard 
Blvd, call us at 440-808-5700 or go to our 
website at www.cityofwestlake.org/rec-
reation. 
Chris Haldi works for the City of Westlake 
Recreation Department.

WESTLAKE RECREATION CENTER

Jump into June

by Tracey Bradnan

With every event 
and fundrais-
er, Bay Vil-

lage’s Team Dori hopes 
they get one step closer 
to a cure for mitochon-
drial disease.

Named for and 
inspired by Dori Sze-
lesta, a first grader at 
Normandy School in 
Bay Village who has 
mitochondrial disease, 
Team Dori recently 
joined her on a one-
mile walk at the Wild 
For a Cure Walkathon 
for the United Mito-
chondrial Disease 
Foundation (UMDF) 
on Saturday, May 8, at the Cleveland 
Metroparks Zoo.

In addition to providing love and 
support for a brave little girl, they 
helped Wild For a Cure Walkathon 
raise over $90,000 for UMDF and 
boost awareness about the frequent-
ly misunderstood and misdiagnosed 
disease.

Comprised of her family, friends, 
classmates and teachers, Team Dori 
is organized by Dori’s mother, Jen-
nifer Szelesta, who is a teacher at 
Normandy. Also on the team are Sara 
Scarvelli, Dori’s first-grade teacher, 
and her school aide, Aggie Grisnik. In 
advance of the walkathon, the teach-

ing staff at Normandy organized a 
special raffle during the school art 
show that raised $1,150 for Team 
Dori. 

Wild For a Cure Walkathon is 
the nation’s largest and most suc-
cessful fundraiser for UMDF and 
has raised over $1.3 million since 
2001 to fund research to discover a 
cure for the life-threatening illness, 
find better treatment options and 
provide much-needed programs 
for affected families. Dori Szelesta 
was diagnosed with mitochondrial 
disease as an infant – and every 30 
minutes a child is born who will also 
be diagnosed with the disease.

What is mitochondrial disease? 
When the mitochondria (or “power 
plants”) inside a person’s living cells 
cannot convert food and oxygen into 
life-sustaining energy, the result is 
mitochondrial disease. The parts of 
the body that need the most energy 
– the brain, the heart, the muscles, 
and the lungs – are the most affect-
ed by mitochondrial disease. Many 
children with mitochondrial dis-
ease won’t live beyond their teenage 
years. For more information about 
mitochondrial disease or to make a 
donation to UMDF, visit www.wild-
foracurewalkathon.org. 
Tracey Bradnan lives in Bay Village.

Bay Village’s Team Dori helps raise over 
$90,000 for UMDF

The kids having fun during Pee Wee Softball

by Susan Iceman

To address the needs of the local population in tran-
sition, Lutheran Metropolitan Ministries created 
Furniture Connection, a program that provides 

furnishings for men, women, and families leaving home-
less shelters into housing. We collect donated furniture 
and provide our clients with the basic essentials for their 
new dwelling.

In most instances we provide this service completely 
free of charge to our clientele, including delivery. Since our 
inception in July 2009, we have served over 150 house-
holds.

In partnership with Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, 
we are holding a furniture drive June 5-June 19 at 28455 
Center Ridge Road in Westlake. The truck will be on the 
church property and accessible during the hours of 7:30–
9:30 a.m. and 5-7 p.m. or by appointment, 440-871-5565.

Donate your slightly-used furniture. We are in need 
of the following items:

* Couches and Loveseats
* Recliners
* Tables and chairs
* Bedroom sets, including mattresses and   

            box springs
* End tables
* Coffee tables
* TVs
* Household dishes/small appliances/lamps

Help furnish a fresh start

Bay Village first grader Dori Szelesta (center behind banner, in pink hoodie) and Team 
Dori pause for a team picture at the end of the one-mile walk at the UMDF Wild For a 
Cure Walkathon at the Cleveland Metroparks Zoo on May 8.

by Doc Wheeler

Since 2004, the Ohio Dog Auctions have 
grown into anything but run-of-the-mill. 
Breeders who participate in these auc-

tions are raising large numbers of dogs and 
puppies with profit as the primary motive for 
existence.

Many of  them are found to be unhealthy, 
not screened for genetic diseases, do not show 
resemblance to the breed standard and lack 
good temperament. 

Participating breeders at this auction travel 
from many surrounding states, including some, 
such as Pennsylvania, where public dog auc-
tions are illegal.

One of those breeders has been issued mul-
tiple citations by the USDA, two other breeders 
have been convicted of animal cruelty, and a 
third breeder had his licensed revoked by the 
Bureau of Dog Law Enforcement.

It’s a sad life for man’s best friend. And a 
business managed by a tremendous amount 
of corruption and consumer fraud.

The Coalition to Ban Ohio Dog Auctions 
is spearheading a new, citizen-backed ballot 
initiative – The Ohio Dog Auctions Act. The 
measure (similar in language to Pennsylvania’s 
Statute 459-603) will establish a statute to the 
Ohio Dog Law making it illegal for anyone to 
auction or raffle a dog in Ohio. It also would 
prohibit bringing dogs into the state for sale 
or trade that were acquired by auction or raffle 
elsewhere.

Voters across the state are communicating 
with their fellow citizens and working towards 
the goal of collecting a minimum of 120,700 
signatures by December 1, 2010, to put the 
proposed law before the Legislature in Janu-
ary, 2011. Volunteer petitioners are needed to 
make this initiative a reality in Ohio. We need 
everyone’s participation to make this vital effort 
a success!

If you are interested in assisting with this 
grassroots, Ohio citizens-backed effort to put 
an end to the horrific Ohio dog auctions, please 
visit www.BanOhioDogAuctions.com.

It is time to put an end to this blight on Ohio. 
For more information on Ohio Puppy Mills go 
to: www.holmescountyexposed.com. 
Doc Wheeler lives in Bay Village.

Help end Ohio puppy mills:
Ban Ohio Dog 
Auctions ballot 
initiative needs 
your help
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by Cathy Milowicki

Rain gave way to sunny skies at the 
start of Emily’s Rainbow Run held 
at Westlake High School on Sunday, 

April 25. Over 625 participants took to 
the streets and track racing in either the 
4-mile race, 2-mile run/walk or Kids Run 
in memory of Emily Lewis, a 12-year-old 
Westlake resident who passed away in 
August 2009 after courageously battling 
pediatric cancer for three years.

Emily’s parents, John and Debbie 
Lewis, proudly announced that proceeds 
from the event will allow Emily’s Rain-
bow Fund to donate $15,000 for pediatric 
cancer research at Rainbow Babies & 
Children’s Hospital. 

Race festivities began with the 
presentation of the “Emily Lewis Youth 
in Philanthropy Award.” Dr. John Let-
terio, chief of Pediatric Hematology and 
Oncology at Rainbow explained that the 
award is to be given annually to a young 
person who demonstrates Emily’s quali-
ties of enthusiasm, spirit and zest for 
life in philanthropic support of Rain-
bow’s children. This year’s recipient was 
Abby Villaneuve who raised $7,000 for 
Rainbow through an online auction she 
hosted.

Coupled with this year’s event was 
the Pot of Gold Pledge Program. Indi-
viduals elected to participate by asking 
family, friends and co-workers to donate 

to Emily’s Rainbow Fund. Seventeen Pot 
of Gold Pledge Program participants 
generated over $3,300. Paul Nebraska 
raised the greatest amount of funds 
($573) and won the Cleveland Indians 
package which included 12 tickets to an 
upcoming Cleveland Indians game in a 
luxury suite.

Closing ceremonies featured a raffle 
and awards presentation. Overall race 
winners recognized included:

Scott Snow (21:22) & Jessica Wieber •	
(27:13): Overall 4-Mile Male & 
Female Winners
Bob Thomas (25:04) & Marlene •	
Bloomfield (27:39): Overall Masters 

4-Mile Male & Female Winners
Ben Lew (14:57) & Nora Lee (14:27): •	
Overall 2-Mile Male & Female Win-
ners (ages 13 & under)
Aaron Brown (13:34) & Nora Lee •	
(15:36): Overall 2-Mile Male & 
Female Winners (ages 14-18)
John Hurley (13:19) & Michelle •	
Hock (17:46): Overall 2-Mile Male 
& Female Winners (ages 19 & over)

All Kids Run participants won a 
participation ribbon. Afterwards, many 
enjoyed a pancake breakfast hosted by 
the Westlake Kiwanis in the WHS caf-
eteria. 

Race organizers contribute the con-

tinued success of Emily’s Rainbow Run to 
the support and generosity of Westlake 
City Schools, the City of Westlake, the 
Westlake Kiwanis and its race sponsors, 
exhibitors, vendors, volunteers and par-
ticipants. It is their hope that this col-
laborative effort will make a difference 
in pediatric cancer research.

The third annual Emily’s Rain-
bow Run and Wellness Walk is slated 
for Sunday, April 10, 2011. For more 
information or to donate to Emily’s 
Rainbow Fund, visit www.EmilysRain-
bowFund.org. 
Cathy Milowicki is the race director for 
Emily’s Rainbow Run.

Emily’s Rainbow Run raises $15,000 for pediatric cancer research

Rainbow’s Dr. John Letterio and Sharon Klonowski 
awarded Abby Villaneuve with the Emily Lewis Youth in 
Philanthropy Award.

Over 625 runners and walkers participated in the second 
annual Emily’s Rainbow Run to help raise $15,000 for 
pediatric cancer research at Rainbow Babies & Children’s 
Hospital.                                                               Photos by Lynda Appel

by Elaine Korte

The Bay Village Education Founda-
tion, entering its 25th year, held its 
most successful fundraising event 

ever at the end of January. Approximately 
140 people attended the fourth annual 
fundraiser, “Creating Opportunities,” 
at Arrabiata’s in Bay Village. Attendees 
enjoyed food and drinks while they 
listened hopefully for their name to be 
drawn for one of over 30 door prizes.

In addition, guests placed bids on 
their favorite silent auction items. Items 
ranged from local restaurant gift cer-
tificates to artwork to sports packages. 
One of the most popular items was three 
hours of manual labor to be performed 
by Bay High’s principal, Jim Cahoon. 
The event was emceed by the Founda-
tion President, Rhonda Schneider, and 
event Chairman, Dwight Clark. Because 
of the generous contributions of local 
businesses and attendees, the Bay Vil-
lage Education Foundation raised over 
$15,000. 

The other major fundraising endeav-
or for the Foundation this school year 
was the Ten Campaign. This campaign 
generated almost $4,000 from families, 
teachers and staff in the Bay Village 
Schools. The highest level of participa-
tion was at Normandy Elementary, which 
was rewarded with a check for $375 for a 
project of their choice.

The Foundation’s fundraising efforts 
provide grants to the various public 
schools within the Bay Village school dis-
trict. The schools have provided unique 
learning opportunities with the many 
grants awarded, including iPod Touch-
es for the classroom, new playground 
equipment, Smart Board technology, 
a memorial garden, Ohio History and 
Science projects, programs for students 
with special needs, and many others. As 
always, the Bay Village Education Foun-
dation is extremely grateful for the gen-
erosity shown by the community toward 
the enhancement of our schools. 
Elaine Korte is the Vice President of the 
Bay Village Education Foundation.

Community shows up to support 
Bay Village city schools

by Eileen Vernon

The family of musician/actress 
and Bay High grad Kate Voegele 
has generously donated to The 

Village Foundation four tickets to the 
Jordin Sparks with Kate Voegele Con-
cert at the House of Blues, E. Fourth St., 
Downtown Cleveland on June 17, 2010. 
The tickets, and other Kate Voegele mer-
chandise, will be awarded to winners of 
a raffle drawing on June 8.

Raffle tickets are available for a 
$5.00 donation to The Vil-
lage Foundation. Readers 
can send a check made 
out to The Village Founda-
tion Raffle, P.O. Box 40122, 
Bay Village, OH 44140 and 
include a self addressed, 
stamped envelope.

There will be three 
prizes. First prize is two 
tickets to the concert and 
two CDs that will be auto-
graphed the night of the 
show.  The second prize is two tickets to 
the concert. All four concert ticket win-
ners will be invited to meet Kate follow-
ing the performance. The third prize is 
a book of Kate’s songs for piano, guitar, 
and vocal; two Kate Voegele T-shirts; an 
autographed poster and a bag.

The Village Foundation is a 501(c)
(3) not-for-profit organization dedi-
cated to maintaining the quality of life 
in Bay Village by supporting volunteer 
artistic, cultural and social projects and 
scholarships.

Kate Voegele has written the lyrics 
to many songs. She is a composer and 
performer. Kate plays the role of Mia 
on the television series, “One Tree Hill.” 
Her album, “A Fine Mess,” was released 
on May 18, 2009.

Some of the songs from the new 
album were featured on 
“One Tree Hill” prior to 
and immediately after 
the release of the album 
including: “Manhattan 
From The Sky,” “Lift Me Up” 
and “Sweet Silver Lining.” 
After the release of “A Fine 
Mess,” Kate went on tour 
throughout the United 
States and Europe. The 
tour started at the House 
of Blues in Cleveland on 

October 7, 2009, ending at Academy 2 in 
Dublin and passing through Germany, 
France and England.

Tickets for the June 17 concert are 
on sale now. 
Eileen Vernon is President of The Village 
Foundation.

Jordin Sparks with Kate Voegele 
concert ticket raffle

Apartment Complex
      Rummage Sale

Knickerbocker Apartments
27100 Knickerbocker Rd. • Bay Village

Thursday, May 20th  •  9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Many household items, furniture, crafts.

Bake sale & concession stand open for lunch.
Proceeds benefit the West Shore Senior Center.

Kate Voegele
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Summer fun begins at the Bay 
Village Branch Library

Printmaking exhibition on display 
throughout May

The Bay Village Branch Library is getting ready for a fun, exciting summer of 
programs for the whole family. Here’s what’s coming up for all ages and interests 
in the end of May and the first weeks of June. Mark your calenders now and plan to 
attend!

ADULT DEPARTMENT

Wednesday, May 19 (7 p.m.) 40-70 Rule: BRidging the CommuniCa-
tion gap as a loved one ages – Home Instead Senior Care Representative Eric 
Kennerk will discuss how to approach sensitive life topics with an aging parent or 
loved one.  The 40-70 rule program identifies the struggles faced by many families 
and provides helpful insights  on how to successfully approach these challenges.

Tuesday, May 25 (7 p.m.) leaRn to CRoChet paRt 2 – Beth Ross will show 
participants how to make a double crochet stitch and then demonstrate how to 
make a granny square. As time permits, attendees will also be shown how to change 
yarn colors and how to join granny squares. Please bring yarn and a crochet hook. 
For ages 18 and over.

Wednesday, June 9 (7 p.m.) authoR visit with neil ZuRCheR – Join us 
as Bay Village author Neil Zurcher shares his latest book of adventures, “Ohio Road 
Trips, 2nd Edition.” A book signing will follow this program sponsored by the Friends 
of the Bay Village Library. 

TEEN DEPARTMENT

Tuesday, June 8 (3:30 p.m.) deCoRate a head sCaRf – Decorate a scarf with 
fabric paint and learn how to use vegetable stamps to make designs. Don’t forget the 
Pirate Trivia! For ages 11-18.

CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT

Saturday, June 5 (1-5 p.m.) summeR Reading game KiCK off paRty – Come 
for games, prizes, food, and some very special visitors! Register for the Game and get a 
cool registration prize!

Wednesday, June 9 (1 p.m.) musiC foR Kids and paRents – Chip Richtor is 
more fun than kids (or parents!) should be allowed to have! It is high energy musical fun 
and excitement that naturally comes from a live performance. Ages preschool-grade 5.

Wednesday, June 9 (10 a.m.) get silly with Capt’n willie – Capt’n Willie 
provides a captivating knowledge of adventure while guiding his crew through the Great 
Lakes region and pointing out a variety of treasures. For grades K-5.

Please call 871-6392 or go online to cuyahogalibrary.org to register to attend.

CUYAHOGA COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY BAY VILLAGE BRANCH                                                                                 .

The Print-
m a k i n g 
Exhibition 

Project/Prints 
from the Archives 
of Zygote Press 
will be on display 
May 3 to May 27 
in the Cuyahoga 
County Public 
Library Bay Vil-
lage Branch 
during library 
hours. The exhib-
it includes prints 
from many well-
known Cleveland 
area artists including Mathew Kolodzieg, Laurence Channing, Craig Lucas, Doug-
las Max Utter, Phyllis Sloane, and Reverend Albert Wagner. 

Come to the Bay Village Branch Library 
summer reading kick-off party!
by Joyce Sandy

Ahoy, mateys! Cuyahoga County Public 
Library’s summer reading game, “Books 
Ahoy,” starts Saturday, June 5, and the Bay 

Village Branch Library is celebrating with a Pirate 
Party between the hours of 2-4 p.m.

“Pirates of the Caribbean” impersonators, 
Captain Jack Sparrow, Elizabeth Swan and other 
feisty characters will swashbuckle their way 
throughout the library. They’re friendly pirates 
and willing to stand still for pictures, but you need 
to bring your own camera! Pirates don’t have any 
of that new fangled technology. If you dare, you 
can enter their Pirates Cove; a treasure hunt, 
pirate grub, crafts, and prizes await brave landlubbers. Dress like a pirate and 
maybe they won’t throw you overboard!  Blimey!

The real treasure lies in the reading though so register for the Books Ahoy 
Summer Reading Game and set sail for a summer of reading adventure. Begin 
your journey at the Bay Village Branch Library on June 5! 
Joyce Sandy works in the Children’s Department of the Bay Village Branch Library.

Karen Koschnick’s screen print “Cleveland 2009”

by George Christ

It’s too hot! It doesn’t look cool. I know 
how to swim. Nothing is going to 
happen to me. These are just some 

of the many reasons people claim 
that they do not wear their life 
jackets.

But with approximately 
700 people drowning each 
year from recreational boat-
ing accidents, it is imperative 
for you to wear your life jacket 
at all times while you are on the 
water. Life jackets are no longer 
the orange, hot and bulky life 
jackets that are commonly asso-
ciated with on the water safety gear.

New innovations and developments 
in life jackets have produced a smaller, 
sleeker, and much more comfortable ver-
sion of a life jacket, leaving you with no 
reason not to wear one. Life jackets are 
an essential part of your boating safety 
equipment and should be worn at all 
times while on the water.

Of the 709 recreational boating 
fatalities in 2008, over 89% of those vic-
tims were not wearing their life jackets. 
Life jackets are now lighter, less obtrusive 
and more attractive than ever before. The 
new inflatable life jackets allow you the 
mobility and flexibility that you need 
when boating, fishing, paddling or hunt-
ing and are much cooler in the warmer 
weather.

There are many different varieties of 
inflatable jackets ranging from those that 
inflate instantly when you hit the water 
to those that are manually inflated. All 
are designed to be more comfortable and 

wearable than the traditional life jacket.  
As part of the WEAR IT OHIO cam-

paign, the Ohio Division of Watercraft 
will display all types of life jackets and 
demonstrate how to properly fit them at 

the North Coast Harbor Boating and 
Fishing Fest on June 5 and 6 at 

Voinovich Park from 11 a.m. to 
5 p.m. The festival is free and 
provides safety information, 
fishing and other displays. 
For more information, visit 

www.boatfest.com.
Accidents can happen at 

an alarming speed any place 
or anytime you are on the 
water. Although many boat-

ers stow life jackets on their boat, very 
few choose to wear them. Wearing your 
life jacket will allow you to be safe in case 
of an accident and will also allow you 
the ability to assist others that may be 
in danger.

This year during National Safe Boat-
ing Week (May 22-28), and throughout 
the boating season, remember to prac-
tice safe and responsible boating, always 
wear your life jacket, and be alert and 
aware while on the water. Safe boating 
saves lives!

For more information on the Nation-
al Safe Boating Council and the North 
American Safe Boating Campaign, visit 
www.SafeBoatingCouncil.org. Sections of 
this article are excerpts from the National 
Safe Boating Council Press Release.

For more information contact 
George Christ 440-871-3980.
George Christ is the coordinator of the 
West Cuyahoga Spirit of America Safe 
Boating Program.

                      Show Your Grill Skill:  $100.00 Entry Fee.  Pick up a dozen 
racks of Ribs on Fri. May 21. Bring your prepared Ribs to the lodge by 4 pm, Sat. May 22. 
Grill & Serve. Includes: Dinner, and Drink Tickets. >> Winners Announced at 9 pm. <<

Sponsorship: Donate Cash, 
Auction Items, Food, Beverages, 
etc. Acknowledgement will be 
given in the Event Program.

  Bay Lodge, 492 Bradley Rd.
• Rib Cook-Off • Cash Prizes • Live Music

• Reverse Raffle • Silent Auction
>>  To Benefit the Bay Skate & Bike Park Foundation

1st Place: $500
2nd Place: $250
3rd Place: $100

To Donate or Volunteer, call: 
Jacqueline Stang ............... 440-835-0076 
Diane Goldfarb ................... 440-463-8583 
Clete, Rhonda Schneider. ....216-225-6538

For Tickets, call: 
John Underation
330-607-2477
www.bsbp.org

Bay Skate and Bike Park Foundation 
P.O. Box 40364, Bay Village, Ohio 44140 
info@bsbp.org  www.bsbp.org

     Help Make BSBP a Reality:  $50 per person. 
              Includes: Reverse Raffle Ticket, Option 

          to Participate in Silent Auction and 50/50, Dinner, 
Drink Tickets, Live Music, & 1 Vote for the Best Ribs in Bay.

  Raffle Ticket 
       Grand Prize:

     $1000

There’s no reason not to wear a life jacket
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From Beijing to BAYarts: A Journey in Ceramics
BAYarts Concert Series 
kicks off Sunday, May 23
by Nancy Heaton

BAYarts Annual Summer Concerts are free to the public 
thanks to a grant from PNC and the Leonard Krieger Fund 
of the Cleveland Foundation. Grab your friends, family and 

a picnic! Some park seating is available but chairs and blankets are 
recommended.

      Clip and save!

 We are a non-profit, all volunteer, community outreach that recycles 
your donated items to lower income people who are employed full time, or 
RECENTLY laid off from full time work. We also give to retired seniors 
struggling on their pensions, and spouses of active military.

 WE NEVER SELL, but give for FREE to help those in our  
communities who are trying to help themselves.

NOTE: all items must  
be clean, in good repair. 
Tax receipts provided.

FREE pick up every Saturday in  
Avon, Avon Lake, Westlake & Bay Village
For help or to donate items call:

440-937-3999
Office: Avon, Ohio 44011
www.freelyfreely.com

* FURNITURE & MATTRESSES
* APPLIANCES (Under 8 Yrs.)
* KITCHEN, HOUSEHOLD & DECOR
* CLOTHING & SHOES
* BEDDING & TOWELS
* BABY ITEMS & NEW TOYS
* TOILETRIES
* CLEANING SUPPLIES

We gladly accept:

BAYARTS

BAYarts advanced ceramic students have been creating Asian-inspired pottery all year to prepare 
for the annual student pottery show. The opening reception is May 21, from 7 to 9 p.m. “From 
Beijing to BAYarts: A Journey in Ceramics” features an array of ceramic art and functional 

pottery, from intricate teapots to elegant geishas and hand-painted tableware. 
For more information, visit www.bayarts.net or call 440-871-6543.  

(Above) A delicate geisha, hand-built 
and glazed by Sue Peplin. 

(Left) Sue Kirchgessner’s intricate 
fish-bowl teapot. 

Family Owned
& Operated by the
Lundy Family

24 HOURSERVICE

WESTERN SUBURBS

BAKER MOTORS TOWING
Serving the western suburbs since 1941

216-521-7500

14710 DETROIT AVENUE
LAKEWOOD

(216) 521-1771
WWW.SHOPGEIGERS.COM

Suits, sportcoats, 
shirts & ties

Now offering 
custom-tailored shirts

Master tailor on-site

Change is 
  in the air.

BAYarts Concert Series

Sunday, May 23, 6-8 p.m.: Celebration of Poetry & Music I 

FrIday, June 11, 7-9 p.m.: Mobius (Jazz) 

Saturday, June 19, 11 a.m.-4 p.m.: Hey Mavis! 

Sunday, June 20, 7-9 p.m.: Back Bay Father’s day Concert & Cook 
Out 

FrIday, July 9, 7-9 p.m.: alex Beven 

Sunday, July 18, 7-9 p.m.: Moko Bovo 

FrIday, auguSt 13, 7-9 p.m.: Smokin’ Fez Monkeys

Sunday, auguSt 22, 7-9 p.m.: Jim gill with doc drefuss & John 
Soeder 

Sunday, auguSt 29, 7-9 p.m.: Celebration of Poetry & Music II

SAVE THE DATE! 
MOOndanCe: annual light up the night Benefit is Sept 18. 

by Laurie Lenz

Students from St. Paul Lutheran School in 
Westlake are working on an ongoing service 
project with Freely... Freely, a non-profit 

community outreach organization in Avon. The 
project is called “Buddy and a Book in a Bag.” 
The students’ job is to match stuffed animals, 
or “buddies,” with an appropriate themed book 
and bag them together.

These packages are then distributed through 
Freely... Freely to schools or organizations trying 
to help with literacy issues, encouraging chil-

dren to read. A child who receives the bag can, 
in one example, read a book about frogs to a 
stuffed frog buddy. Reading to a stuffed animal 
is like reading to a friend, and can help students 
gain confidence in their reading ability.

St. Paul students greatly enjoy this service 
opportunity and have chosen to continue work-
ing on this project as more stuffed animals and 
books are donated to Freely...Freely. To donate, 
please call 440-937-3999.

Westlake students bag ‘buddies’ and books

(Right) St. Paul Lutheran School students sort 
through books as part of their service project.
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by Karen Derby

Students at Bay Middle School participated for a full week in May 
in a variety of activities that allowed them a chance to experience 
a special empathy for people with disabilities.

Whether it 
was watching 
a performance 
done in sign lan-
guage, doing tasks 
while blindfolded, 
or listening while 
wearing head-
phones, students 
were immersed in 
a world very dif-
ferent from their 
own. Students 
learned how it 
might feel to be 
hearing impaired, 
orthopedically 
h a n d i c a p p e d , 
visually impaired and to have reading disabilities. 

Students also welcomed visitors with a variety of disabilities, and 
they learned new skills to appropriately interact with people who have 
disabilities.

The entire school turned out to watch the Wheelchair Cavaliers 
play the Bay Middle School eighth-grade girls basketball team, with 
all players in wheelchairs.   

Bay Middle school staff and girls softball players also played 
the Cleveland 
Scrappers, a local 
team of visually 
impaired softball 
players who play 
“beep baseball,” 
where the softball 
beeps and the 
bases buzz so that 
running players 
can find them. 
All players wore 
blindfolds.

Parent Jan 
Carpenter, Bay 
Middle School 
teachers Zorana 

Sindelar, Jill Battershell, Beth Gavin-English and guidance counselor 
Mary Urbansky arranged for the week’s special events. 

Bay Village Schools named a Best Music 
Education Community in America 
by Karen Derby

In one of the most rigorous and 
detailed assessments ever of its 
exemplary music program, the 

Bay Village City School District has 
been named for the eighth straight 
year to the NAMM Foundation’s 
Best Communities for Music Edu-
cation list.

Each of the 174 schools from 
across the country receiving the 
“Best Communities” designation 
scored in the 80th percentile or 
higher in the survey’s grading process. The 
districts were measured across curricular and 
programmatic criteria as well as public support 
of their music programs.

Participants in the survey answered detailed 
questions about funding, graduation require-
ments, music class participation, instruction 
time, facilities, support for the music program, 
and other relevant factors in their communi-
ties’ music education programs. The responses 
were verified with district officials, and advisory 
organizations reviewed the data. The survey was 
developed and administered by The Institute 
for Educational Research and Public Service, an 
affiliate of the University of Kansas.

“Music is truly an integral part of our 
schools and the Bay Village community,” said 
Clinton Keener, superintendent of the Bay 
Village City School District. “Our students, 
parents and music instructors are passionate 
about music, and our community members 
of all ages turn out in droves for our student 
performances.”

Keener noted that Bay Village just wouldn’t 
be the same without music provided by the 
schools. “Our student musicians and vocalists 
contribute to the quality of life here, whether 
leading the homecoming parade, the Memorial 
Day parade or the local merchants’ Boo Vil-
lage Parade at Halloween. Our jazz bands bring 
senior citizens and their younger counterparts 
to their feet during our annual Ballroom Blitz. 
And our holiday concerts have become cher-

ished traditions that leave our audiences with 
uplifted spirits,” he said. “Our students add a 
festive, musical note wherever a sense of cel-
ebration is required and wherever community 
members gather.”

The district has earned the “Best Commu-
nities” designation each year since 2003. Music 
instructors at the Bay Village City School Dis-
trict are teachers Darren Allen (Bay High instru-
mental), Mark Awad (Bay Middle instrumen-
tal), Nicole Barrick (Normandy music), Carrie 
Engelbrecht (Westerly vocal), Devon Gess (Bay 
High vocal), Heidi Herczeg (Bay Middle vocal), 
Claudia Hook (Westerly strings), and Carrie Sin-
gler (Bay High and Bay Middle instrumental).

In conducting the annual survey, the 
NAMM Foundation is joined by advisory orga-
nizations in the fields of music and education, 
including Americans for the Arts, League of 
American Orchestras, The Mr. Holland’s Opus 
Foundation, The Metropolitan Opera Guild, 
Music for All, Music Teachers National Associa-
tion, National Guild of Community Schools of 
the Arts, National PTA, Yamaha Corporation of 
America and VH1 Save The Music Foundation.

The NAMM Foundation is a non-profit 
organization dedicated to advancing active par-
ticipation in music making across the lifespan 
by supporting scientific research, philanthropic 
giving and public service programs from the 
international music products industry. 
Karen Derby is the Public Information Officer for 
the Bay Village City School District. 

BAY VILLAGE SCHOOLS

The Bay High School Marching Band

by Karen Derby

Bay Middle 
School stu-
dents took 

writing to a com-
petitive level through 
their participation 
in Power of the Pen, 
a creative writing 
competition for 
seventh and eighth 
grade students.

Seventh-grad-
ers Tim Garner 
and Olivia Swasey, 
and eighth-graders 
Amanda Brian, 
Thomas Shelton, 
Shaley Stearns, and 
Hannah Wittkopf 
qualified at the dis-
trict competition in 
January to participate in the regional 
Power of the Pen competition that was 
held at Learwood Middle School in 
Avon Lake on March 6.  

Qualifying for state-level competi-
tion, to be held at the College of Wooster 
on Friday, May 21, are seventh-grader 
Tim Garner and eighth-graders Amanda 
Brian and Hannah Wittkopf.

Students from all over Ohio meet 
in Power of the Pen tournaments to 
write for three sessions of 40 minutes, 
responding to a prompt given imme-
diately before the writing begins. Stu-
dents meet once a week throughout the 
school year to prepare for the tourna-
ments. Seventh-grade teacher Karen 
Schneider is advisor for the Bay Middle 
School Power of the Pen program.  

BMS Power of the Pen winners (left-to-right), front - 
Shaley Stearns and Hannah Wittkopf; back - Amanda 
Brian, Tim Garner, Tom Shelton and Olivia Swasey.

Bay Middle School students flourish 
at Power of the Pen

The Bay Middle School eighth-grade girls 
basketball team took on the Wheelchair 
Cavaliers

Blindfolded softball players used a beeping 
ball and buzzing bases in playing the 
visually-impaired Cleveland Scrappers 
softball team.

Disability awareness week at 
Bay Middle School

PTA Reflections award reception 
held April 18 at Westlake School of 
Performing Arts

Sameer Shah
Hilliard Elementary School
Award of Outstanding Achievement in 
Literature
Intermediate Division (grades 3-5)

Rachel Kim
Parkside Intermediate School
Award of Outstanding Achievement in 
Visual Arts
Middle and Junior Division (grades 6-8)

by Nidhi Shah

The Ohio PTA, through National PTA, holds an annual cultural arts program, 
“Reflections,” to recognize children for the creativity in portraying yearly themes. 
Children in preschool through grade 12 are encouraged to create and submit works 
of art in six areas: Literature, Visual Arts, Photography, Dance Choreography, Film 
Production and Musical Composition.

The 2009-2010 theme was “Beauty Is...”

Congratulations to the following students who placed at the Ohio PTA Reflections 
Competition:

PRIMARY (PRESCHOOL-2ND GRADE)
Dance Choreography: Anna Luu
Literature: Colt Rujawitz
Musical Composition: Emma Foster
Photography: Michael Jatsyshyn
Visual Arts: Alexendra Gannon

INTERMEDIATE (GRADES 3-5)
Film Production: Ryan Karpuszka
Literature: Sameer Shah
Musical Composition: Andrew Bovenzi

Photography: Maxwell Karabinus
Visual Arts: Jane Fitz

MIDDLE/JUNIOR (GRADES 6-8)
Literature: Jessica Hook
Photography: Alyssa Kumler
Visual Arts: Rachel Kim

SENIOR (GRADES 9-12)
Literature: Allison Gray
Visual Arts: Hyah Herbawi

Congratulations to the following students who placed at the Westlake PTA Council 
Reflections Competition:

WESTLAKE CITY SCHOOLS
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by Shawn 
Salamone

A g r o u p  o f 
N o r t h e a s t 
Oh i o  e l e -

mentary school 
students have seen 
a year of hard work 
(and fun!) building 
a wildlife habitat at 
Lake Erie Nature & 
Science Center pay 
off with national 
certification. The 
24 students who 
participate in the 
Ce n t e r’s  “A f t e r 
School Adventures 
Club”  received 
approval from the 
National Wildlife 
Federation (NWF) 
designating their 
garden project in front of the Center as a Certified 
Wildlife Habitat.  

The recognition goes to individuals or groups who 
follow specific NWF guidelines for creating a garden 
area that provides food, water, cover and a place for 
wildlife to raise their young, in addition to incorporat-
ing sustainable gardening practices. Center Executive 
Director Catherine Timko cut the ribbon at a recent 
gathering to celebrate completion of the habitat, which 
the students enhanced by building a rock-rimmed 
water feature. 

The best part of the year-long experience for 4th 
grader Adam Goyetche of Westlake was, “all the hikes we 
did collecting items and observing where animals live.” 
Adam said the class has already observed a nest being 
built high in the trees in the newly certified habitat. 

Center Education Specialists Bev Walborn and 
Jennifer Lee said they are proud of what the students 
learned in the hands-on project. “The kids were involved 
in experiences that created a real awareness and a con-
nection to the wildlife that share our backyards,” said 
Walborn. 

Lake Erie Nature & Science Center is a regional 
nonprofit resource featuring a wide variety of natural 
and space science educational offerings for all ages, a 
planetarium, more than 100 live animals on exhibit and 
wildlife rehabilitation. For more information, visit www.
lensc.org or call 440-871-2900.  Information about the 
National Wildlife Federation’s Backyard Habitat program 
can be found online at www.nwf.org.  
Shawn Salamone is Community Relations Manager at 
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center.

Students achieve backyard wildlife  
habitat certification

LAKE ERIE NATURE & SCIENCE CENTER

Lake Erie Nature & Science Center Executive Director Catherine Timko cuts 
the ribbon on the Certified Wildlife Habitat project completed by After School 
Adventures Club participants.

Affordable basic 
reading and math skills 
classes for all ages
by Chris Haldi

You and your family now have convenient 
access to basic reading and basic math classes 
in Westlake and available to surrounding com-

munities. These classes are for students of all ages 
and are held at the Westlake Recreation Center. 

“The purpose is to offer you high quality tutor-
ing in small groups at affordable rates,” said Robert 
Deminico, manager of the Westlake Recreation 
Center. “All of North Coast Tutoring Services’ tutors 
are experienced, professional master tutors with 
bachelor’s degrees and are specifically trained for 
these classes. Many tutors have advanced degrees.”  

Classes include several levels of basic reading 
and basic math, and are limited to 7 students and 
meet on Thursday evenings. Basic reading instruction 
is based on RICHARDS READ Systematic Language. 
This simplified approach to reading is extremely 
effective with struggling readers and non-readers. 
It is multi-sensory, systematic, and research-based. 
The multi-sensory math program, Real Life Ma+h, 
helps students learn basic math quickly and effec-
tively.

Reading and math skills are critical for success 
in grades K through 12, college, and life in the real 
world. A solid base is important for all students. 
North Coast Tutoring Services was founded 25 years 
ago by Carole Richards, president and CEO of the 
company. 

NCTS has been recognized by many organiza-
tions for professional, high quality service, inno-
vation, growth, and community involvement. For 
more information, visit www.northcoasted.com or 
call Jessica Smith at 440-914-0200. She can answer 
your questions about this unique area-wide learning 
program.                     
Chris Haldi works for the City of Westlake Recreation 
Department.

WESTLAKE RECREATION CENTER

Hail & Wind Damage Experts

All Trade Contracting, Inc.

What We Do

1) Inspect, Detail & Describe the Damage
2) Meet Your Adjuster and Show Them the Damage
3) Handle the Paperwork
4) Finance the Project Until Your Funds Clear
5) Complete the Work to Your Satisfaction

What You Do

1) Give Us Your OK
2) Call for a Claim Number - Date of Loss 05-07-10
3) Call Us with Your Claim Number
4) Pick Your Colors When the Claim is Approved
5) Pay Us When Your Check Arrives in the Mail

440-387-4641

Free Inspections
No Obligation

Local, Licensed, Insured
     Hail will damage your roof without any visual 
     signs from the ground.  

     Although it MAY not appear to be a current 
     threat to leak, it is the type of damage that an 
     INSPECTOR will write up that will prevent you
     from selling your home or getting your insurance
     policy renewed without you buying a new roof.  

Was Your Home Hit by Hail on May 07, 2010?

www.AllTradeContractingInc.com
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Want to submit an article to the Observer? We’d love to hear from 
you! Here are some guidelines to keep in mind when writing for 
the Observer:

Anyone who lives, works or has a vested interest in Westlake •	
or Bay Village is encouraged to contribute.
Aim for 300-500 words. •	
Check your facts. Take the extra time to ensure accuracy.•	
Submit original stories and photos. Don’t copy others’ work •	
and remember to credit your sources.
Be respectful of others.•	
Write for the community. Your stories will be read by people •	
throughout Westlake and Bay Village (and beyond) so keep the 
audience in mind when choosing topics.

Know you’ll be edited. All stories pass through editors who •	
review stories for spelling and grammar. We try to keep the 
news as “unfiltered” as possible, but may edit length and 
content if necessary.
Disclose your affiliation. If you have a personal or business •	
relationship with the subject of your story, let your readers 
know.
Don’t write stories solely to promote your business–that’s •	
what ads are for.

Ask questions! We’re here to help you at every step along the way. 
Don’t hesitate to come to us for advice or help with topics, content 
or the submission process.  
Contact us at staff@wbvobserver.com. 

Observer Guidelines

Westlake library’s calendar of events
WESTLAKE PORTER PUBLIC LIBRARY

by Elaine Willis

Monday, May 17 (7-8:30 p.m.) monday night movie – A tale about the dedication of a dog 
who faithfully returned to a train station to meet his master, even years after the man’s death. Based 
on a Japanese story, and stars Richard Gere. Please register.

Tuesday, May 18 (7-8:30 p.m.) mad4manga – M4M is everything manga! We talk about manga, 
create manga art, discuss & watch anime films, and more! For teens in grades 6-12.

Monday, May 24 (1-7 p.m.) ameRiCan Red CRoss BloodmoBile

Monday, May 24 (7 p.m.) a full CiRCle – Lakeview Cemetery’s Katherine Kohl will discuss the 
women who shaped the history of Cleveland. Co-sponsored by the Westlake Historical Society.

Tuesday, May 25 (6:30-8:30 p.m.) teen movie: “you must whip it” – Teens ages 13-18: 
Join us for a screening of the movie based on Shauna Cross’ novel “Derby Girl.” Stars Drew Barrymore 
and Ellen Page. Rated PG-13. Please register starting May 18.

Wednesday, May 26 (2 p.m.) afteRnoon BooK disCussion – The May selection is “The 
Well and the Mine” by Gin Phillips.

Friday, May 28 (10 a.m.- 12 p.m.) poRteR’s fiBeR fanatiCs – Socialize, share, and solve 
problems with fellow needle artists while you work on your current project.

Sunday, May 30 Library Closed on sundays foR the summeR staRting today

Monday, May 31 memoRial day - liBRaRy Closed

To register for any of the programs, please call (440) 871-2600 or visit http://signup.west-
lakelibrary.org:8080.

Elaine Willis is the Public Relations Associate for Westlake Porter Public Library.

by Robin Benzle

A small mountain village in Ecuador. 
There were a dozen young boys 
in the dirt street, playing baseball 

with a stick and a rock. I opened my 
backpack and started tossing out Cleve-
land Indians baseballs. The shock, the 
grins, the gratitude, were priceless. 

A fancy restaurant in Paris (Le 
Coupe-Chou). It was close to Hallow-
een, now being celebrated in France. Our 
waiter was exceptional, not only for his 
service, but for his charm and dry sense 
of humor. I gave him a cleverly embroi-
dered Halloween dish towel with English 
words. It was as though we handed him 
a gold brick. We saw him the next day on 
the street and he took us to a small café 
and bought us a brandy. 

To me, the most important thing you 
can take on an international trip is gifts for good 
people you meet along the way. Here are some 
other suggestions: 

* T-shirts. For fancy places, or third-world 
countries. I once packed an entire suitcase with 
T-shirts of all sizes I had purchased (and washed) 
from a thrift store. We took them to Nicaragua and 
passed them out to everyone from banana farmers 
to street children. That guy in Rome also loved his 
Cavaliers shirt.

* Mini-bottles of American whiskey. Lots of 
foreigners are infatuated with cowboys. Now, I 
know of smiling people from Belgium to Belize who 
have tasted it and daydreamed of The Wild West.

* Cool pens. Pretty ones, clever ones, or ones 
with logos, people of all ages always like a pen 
from America.

    * Food. Small jars of sea salt from the Pacific 
Ocean, Ohio maple syrup, dry-rub steak herbs, 
crab boil, hot sauces, bubble gum (there are now a 
group of children in a remote village in India who 
know what it is. They were stunned when I blew 
a bubble and learned very quickly how to do it. I 
imagined them sticking it on their bedposts for 
years to come).

    * Toys for kids. Little girls from Cape Town 
to Cancun will love little dolls. Sports cards and 
mini cars for boys, little plastic Disney characters 
for all.

All these pack easily, and it leaves a little extra 
room for things you buy on your journey. Most of 
all, you are now an unofficial ambassador to the 
United States of America.

Robin hosts the food and travel website, www.
robinbenzle.com. 

The most important thing to pack for 
international travel

Robin Benzle passes out toys to school children in San 
Juan del Sur, Nicaragua.

by Tara Wendell

Operation Baking Northern Ohio, a group of local bakers, 
mothers, families and others who bake once a month for 
Ohio servicemembers stationed overseas, is looking for 

soldiers to receive homemade care packages.
The bakers work independently or with a group of friends, 

baking in their home kitchens and packing and shipping the 
treats to soldiers selected by the Operation Baking coordinator. 
There are currently 120 volunteers baking for three soldiers per 
month. Many soldiers receive very few care packages, and the 
baked goods offer a taste of home and dose of support.

“It’s boxes like this that keep our morale up during rough 
times which are frequent over here,” wrote Spc. Ryan Flynn, a 
soldier stationed in Afghanistan. “Thanks again for your sup-
port, it is people like you that give us a sweet reminder of why 
we fight.”

Bakers of all skill levels are always welcome to participate. 
Military Flat Rate boxes are available free from the post office 
and cost $12.50 to ship. Any type of baked good that won’t melt 
or spoil within 7 days (the time it takes to reach the soldiers) 
can be wrapped in plastic and placed in a freezer bag with a 
slice of bread to control moisture and shipped to that month’s 
lucky recipient.

Anyone who knows of a local soldier overseas or likes to 
bake should contact Fran Zimmerman at ZimmOhio@aol.com. 
For more information about Operation Baking Northern Ohio, 
visit http://ohbakes.blogspot.com. 

Volunteer bakers seek active-
duty soldiers from Ohio

Westlake photographer Bob Zak held a “Meet the Artist” 
reception in the art gallery at Westlake Porter Public Library 
on May 16. Zak’s work is on display at the library throughout 
the month of May. The exhibit includes award-winning 
photos and scenes of nature, industry, architecture, historic 
events and aeronautics.
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The Teacher
by Joseph Psarto, Westlake

How can I fly without wings?

Ah, but you have them.

And feathers?

Yes, those too, you have them.

But where are they? I see nothing.

They are there, dear child.

But I am afraid of falling.

You must persist or you will never fly.
 

And turning aside, the teacher gives a 
sigh,

for she, too, is afraid of falling.
 

The child leaps into the air,

a loop or two,

and lands at the teacher’s feet

smiling away and away,
 

imagining soft rain

as the face of the sky,

and the wildflowers

nodding and laughing.

by Walter Ely

Ever wonder where those spam 
email messages you receive come 
from, and how they got your email 

address? Spammers use a combination 
of technology, persistence and trickery 
to obtain email addresses and avoid 
detection.

The best ways to protect yourself 
from spammers and the scams they 
often promote is to be selective with the 
websites on which you post your email 
address and to ignore messages from 
companies that you’ve never heard of 
or seem suspicious.

HOW THEY GET YOUR EMAIL 
ADDRESS

“Spiders” – Also known as robots or 
scrapers, these software programs crawl 
the Web and online discussion groups, 
grabbing email addresses and domain 
names. Online directories and popular 
sites, such as AOL and eBay, are favorite 
targets.

“Dictionary attacks” – Spammers 
launch attacks with software that creates 
millions of possible emails from combi-
nations of letters and numbers, such as 
bob@yourisp or mary@bigcorporation.

Deceptive websites – Spammers 
induce Web users to enter contests or 
receive free products in exchange for 
accepting marketing email. But they 
rarely disclose that your the email 

address likely will be resold multiple 
times, resulting in a deluge of unsolic-
ited offers.

Unsubscribe lists – Despite post-
ing “remove” mechanisms in their mes-
sages, spammers often ignore requests 
to drop email addresses. Sometimes 
those requesting removal are used to 
send more spam.

List reselling – Once harvested, 
spammers buy and resell millions of 
addresses for a few cents a name.

HOW SPAM IS SENT TO YOU
Bulk emailing – Software can turn 

an ordinary personal computer into 
a powerful mail server, sending up to 
250,000 emails per hour. Spammers 
sometimes specialize, targeting users 
of news groups, instant messaging or 
wireless devices.

“Cloaking and spoofing” – Spam-
mers survive by evading detection. Typi-
cal tricks include stripping off sender 
information that might identify them, 
forging “to” and “from” fields so mes-
sages appear to come from legitimate 
companies or work colleagues, and 
randomly altering subject lines to sneak 
past anti-spam filters.

Finding a friendly host – Spammers 
set up accounts with Internet Service 
Providers and Web hosting companies 
known for slow or no response to spam-
ming complaints. Once caught, they 
change their identities and move to the 

next ISP or host.
Hijacking – Using scanning soft-

ware, spammers search globally for 
unprotected computer networks whose 
systems can be taken over and used to 
send spam. About 70 percent of spam 
sent to U.S. addresses comes via over-
seas connections.

HOW SPAMMERS MAKE MONEY
Affiliate marketing programs – Busi-

nesses offer cash to website operators 
and legitimate email marketers who 
deliver paying customers. Such incen-
tives also encourage spammers to send 
unsolicited emails in bulk to boost com-
missions.

Revenue sharing – Sweetening 
the pot, operators of pornography and 
gambling sites typically offer the highest 
payouts, up to $50 for a new customer as 
well as a cut of ongoing revenues from 
the customer.

Spamware sales – Veteran spam-
mers sell “spamware” to amateurs, 
ranging from email addresses to inter-
net connectivity. They sell their wares 
on websites and in bulk emailer chat-
rooms.

Scams - Some spam is illegal fraud, 
notably pyramid-scheme chain letters. 
The so-called Nigerian Letter, a spam in 
which an alleged Nigerian official seeks 
help moving money between banks, 
accounts for 15 percent of online fraud 
complaints to the FBI. 

North Coast
Heating & Cooling

440-864-6115
We Service ALL BRANDS  

FAST Emergency Service
Call anytime Day or Night

Family owned and operated
OH LIC# 45969 Licensed, Bonded and Insured

M

H

L

10% OFF 
any installation 
of furnace or 

air-conditioning

$64.95 
Clean & Check
Make sure your HVAC 

system is running 
safely and efficiently

LLC

216-526-3954

by Matt Buchwald 

Late afternoon sun washes across 
the deep salmon-colored bricks 
and green shutters of the Georgian 

colonial in a watercolor painting that 
hangs above Gary Richards’ fireplace. 
The home depicted in the painting is 
the very house in which it hangs—the 
97-year-old home on Lake Ave. near 
116th St. that Richards spent years 
restoring.

When the dust settled, Richards 
chose to have his finished project 
immortalized by watercolor artist Bill 
Mannion of Bay Village, a painter whose 
other collections Richards had seen and 
admired. “It was something I did because 
I’m proud of what I’ve accomplished 
restoring the house,” Richards says.

Mannion has been creating these 
renderings—“housetraits,” he calls 
them—for 25 years. And it is not just the 
residents of Cleveland’s historic homes 
who commission Mannion’s work. Hom-
eowners from tiny bungalows to grand 
mansions come to him to capture the 
places they call home.  

“A house is not just brick and 
mortar, shingles and siding,” he says. 
“Everything about the house matters to 
the people who live there.”

Mannion found his niche on a trip 
to his wife Pauline’s native England, 
where he sketched small pen and ink 
drawings of the homes and buildings 
that caught his eye. Back stateside, he 
added watercolors to the drawings. The 
work caught the attention of an acquain-
tance who then commissioned Man-
nion to paint the home of a neighbor 
as a present. Since then, Mannion has 
painted “housetraits” of homes as far 
away as Alaska.

Mannion’s clients appreciate his eye 
for detail. Julie Helm of Bay Village says, 
“It looks just like your home down to the 
littlest touches, like the door knocker… 
it is just right.”  

Mannion has always preferred to 
work with watercolors. “There is a clean, 
clear, fresh look you that you do not get 
with oil or acrylic paints,” Mannion 
explains. “The paper comes through in 
certain parts and helps to give some light 
and transparency to the painting.”

Though all of the paintings have 
meaning to their owners, a particularly 
meaningful project for Mannion was 
one he did for Providence House, a crisis 
nursery for at-risk infants. In 2008, Lake-
wood-based contractor Neubert Paint-
ing launched its annual Charity Paint 
Giveaway in which a worthy organiza-
tion or community-minded homeowner 
is provided with an exterior paint job 
worth $10,000.

When Mannion learned Neubert 
had chosen Providence House as its 2009 
recipient, he offered to create a “house-
trait” to help celebrate the rebirth of 
the charming charming cream and red 
Victorian. Working from “before” photos 
and color chips provided by Neubert, 
Mannion was able to unveil the paint-
ing for all of the volunteers who came to 
paint Providence House that day.

“It was such a worthy thing to be 
involved with,” says Mannion, who will 
again paint the recipient of Neubert’s 
2010 Charity Paint Giveaway. To nomi-
nate a worthy homeowner or organiza-
tion, please complete the nomination 
form at NeubertPainting.com. 

The cycle of spam

Bay artist immortalizes homes, works with local company for cause

Write for your 
community 
newspaper!
The Westlake | Bay Village 
Observer is a citizen-produced 
newspaper written by regular 
people who have interesting 
stories, events or photos 
to share. Anyone in our 
community can participate, 
including you! So what are you 
waiting for? Join the fun and 
share your interests with your 
neighbors!

It’s easy:
1. Sign up in the Member 
Center at wbvobserver.com/
members.
2. Submit stories, photos, 
events, poems, recipes, etc.
3. See your content in print and 
on the web!
Questions? Send us an email at 
staff@wbvobserver.com.
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The Storm Within
by Dianne Borowski, Bay Village

Walk
The wind, wild,
Whistling, ravaging, tearing
Branches from years old oaks.
Clouds spitting pellets
Of ice, stinging skin
Lightning flash illuminating
Dark corners.
Steady pace,
Heading home
Welcoming harbor
For those experiencing
The storm within.
The storm is a form
Of cancer
Within the body
Renegade cells invade
I prayed
For all who fight
The good fight.
Please walk, run, race or    
donate to help find a cure.
We can conquer cancer.

May 19, 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
Westlake Garden Club Meeting
Meeting and lunch followed by speaker, Ann Rosmarin, a local 
landscape designer, presenting “Gardens of America.” Guests 
welcome. Call 440-331-8722 for more information.
Westlake Community Center, 29694 Center Ridge Rd.

May 19, 7-8:45 p.m.
Show and Tell Roundtable: “Rogues and Scoundrels in Your 
Family?”
Cuyahoga West Chapter of the Ohio Genealogical Society members 
and guests share how they learned about a disreputable or 
unscrupulous ancestor. Refreshments and social time is from 6:30-7 
p.m. The public is invited, at no charge. 
Porter Room, Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

May 20, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
Rummage Sale
Many household items, furniture, crafts. Bake sale and concession 
stand open for lunch. Proceeds benefit the West Shore Senior 
Center.
Knickerbocker Apartments, 27100 Knickerbocker Rd., Bay Village

May 21, 6 p.m. - May 22, 12 noon
Westlake Relay for Life
An overnight event to raise money for the American Cancer Society. 
For more information, visit http://relayforlife.org/westlake.
Westlake High School
27830 Hilliard Blvd.

May 22, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Hilliard Flower Box Planting Day
Barriers will be set up and auxiliary police will patrol the area for 
safety and convenience. Motorists are encouraged to use caution in 
the area during this time frame.

May 22, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
Get Growing for Summer: Flower Day at the Market
Plan to start your yard, garden and landscaping shopping at the 
farmers market at Crocker Park. Local nurseries, gardening and 
landscape experts and garden and yard art will make this a special 
day for learning and growing! Featuring local nurseries, gardening 
experts, landscaping experts and eco-friendly businesses.
North Union Farmers Market at Crocker Park on the corner of 
Crocker Road and Market Street, Westlake

May 22, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
Westlake Garden Club Herb Sale
Individual herbs, herbal baskets, and other plants and garden 
related items will be for sale at the farmers market at Crocker Park. 
Proceeds from the sale go toward the club’s educational support 
programs.
North Union Farmers Market at Crocker Park on the corner of 
Crocker Road and Market Street, Westlake

May 22, 5-11 p.m.
Rib Rockin’ Raffle
The Bay Skate & Bike Park Foundation will host a Rib Rockin’ Raffle 
to benefit the Bay Skate & Bike Park. Featuring: Rib Cook Off, 
Reverse Raffle, Silent Auction and Live Music! Come and enjoy a fun 
evening and help support the skate park! Tickets for the event are 
$50 each and include: 1 reverse raffle ticket, rib and drink tickets, 
Rib Cook Off ballot tickets, and an option to participate in the silent 
auction and 50/50. For more information, call John Underation at 
330-607-2477 or visit http://bsbp.org.
Bay Lodge, 492 Bradley Rd.

May 23, 2-4 p.m.
Rose Hill Museum & Osborn Learning Center
27715 Lake Rd., Cahoon Memorial Park, Bay Village

May 23, 3-5 p.m.
Clague House Museum
1371 Clague Rd., Westlake
During Clague Rd. construction, please enter Clague Rd. from the 
south at Detroit Rd.

May 28, 6 p.m. - May 29, 12 noon
Bay Village Relay for Life
The Relay For Life is an overnight event dedicated to celebrating 
the lives of people who have battled cancer, remembering loved 
ones lost, and fighting back against the disease. This year’s event 
features Taste of the West Side, Bark for Life, and a more innovative 
Survivor Dinner. For more information, visit http://relayforlife.org/
bayvillage.
Bay High School track, 29230 Wolf Rd.

May 29, 3 p.m.
Meet An Animal: The Striped Skunk
Experience a live, up-close meeting with this often-misunderstood 
animal. As skunks become more common in our backyards, it 

becomes more beneficial for us to understand them. This FREE 
program is family-friendly for all ages and promises to be a “sweet 
smelling” time!
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center, 28728 Wolf Rd., Bay Village

May 30, 2-4 p.m.
Rose Hill Museum & Osborn Learning Center
27715 Lake Rd., Cahoon Memorial Park, Bay Village

May 30, 3-5 p.m.
Clague House Museum
1371 Clague Rd., Westlake
During Clague Rd. construction, please enter Clague Rd. from the 
south at Detroit Rd.

May 31, 8:45 a.m.
Bay Village Memorial Day Parade
The parade marches along Lake Road from the Huntington Beach 
parking lot to Lakeview Cemetery. After services at the cemetery, 
the parade continues on the the Cahoon Park Gazebo for services 
and speakers.
Departs from Huntington Beach parking lot.

May 31, 10 a.m.
Westlake Memorial Day Parade
The 45th annual Memorial Day Parade sponsored by Westlake 
Kiwanis honors members of the military who have lost their lives 
defending our country. The parade route is Hilliard Blvd., from 
Westlake Christian Church to Clague Park. A dedication ceremony 
will take place after the parade at the Clague Park Gazebo. Any 
group interested in participating should contact Bill Sifritt at 440-
871-6692.
Departs from Westlake Christian Church, 25800 Hilliard Blvd.

May 31, 11:15-11:45 a.m.
The Village Foundation Celebrates Memorial Day
The Village Foundation will host its annual program under the tent 
in Cahoon Park. Television personality Jon Loufman will emcee the 
event honoring Robert Kitzrow with a bronze plaque, and Donald 
Carpenter as the resident living longest in Bay Village. Troy Ayers II, 
tenor, a diplomate of the New England Conservatory will sing. The 
Bay High String Quartet will play. The program begins following the 
Veterans Program at the Gazebo in Cahoon Park. Gary Heldt is Chair 
of the event for the Village Foundation.
Cahoon Park, North Side of Lake Road, Bay Village

Bark for life

Do you enjoy 
the Observer?

Support our community ‘s 
citizen-written paper by 
placing an ad to keep us 

growing!
Your business or group can 

show your appreciation 
for the Observer by 

purchasing a supporter’s ad 
for as little as $30 an issue. 

Call us for details 
at 440-409-0114.

SAVE THE DATE

RELAY FOR LIFE
An overnight event dedicated to 

celebrating the lives of people who have 
battled cancer, remembering loved ones 

lost, fighting back against the disease 
and raising money for the American 

Cancer Society.

WeSTlAKe
Starts at 6 p.m. on Friday, May 21, and 
continues overnight until 12 noon on 

Saturday, May 22.
Westlake High School
27830 Hilliard Blvd.

More info: http://www.relayforlife.org/
westlake

BAY VIllAge
Starts at 6 p.m. on Friday, May 28, and 
continues overnight until 12 noon on 

Saturday, May 29.
Bay High School Track

29230 Wolf Rd.
More info: http://www.relayforlife.org/

bayvillage

Rachel (left) and Alexa with their 
golden retriever, “Wally”

Bark For Life, the unofficial kickoff of Bay Vil-
lage’s Relay For Life events, was held at Bradley Park 
on Saturday, May 15. Hundreds of dogs and their 
owners showed up to enjoy a beautiful day and help 
support the American Cancer Society. 

The event featured a doggie obstacle course, 
dog bones made by Westerly Elementary third-
graders, face painting, music by the Bay High Jazz 
Band and a “beauty” pageant emceed by city coun-
cilman Dwight Clark (pictured at left).

Noelle and Milan Oppewall pet Mary 
Drews’ pug, “Pebbles.” Bark For Life organizers are all smiles after a successful event.


